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instincts of a maritime people. To develop
qualities of seamanship the government has
given extensive bounties to fishermen, most of
whom, in time of war, would be available for
service in the navy. The existence of a large
fleet cultivates the habit of life on the ocean which
not infrequently becomes love of the sea. In
this respect there has been a change in the feel-
ings of Frenchmen. Nothing is more interesting
than the poetic effusions of Richepin, a man who
had stood before the mast, upon the beauties of
the ocean and the glories of the deep. This mod-
ification of the French attitude toward sea-faring
life is a factor of no little moment in reckoning
the naval strength of France. We might apply
to the navy the remarks made about the army,
that, apart from the sense of security which it
gives to the nation, it exerts considerable influ-
ence upon the populations coming into touch
with it, and remains a necessity so long as the
French flag floats over so many lands and all
the great nations keep up their burdensome naval
armaments.

The colonies and protectorates of France have
increased eight times in extent. During the
Republic has come the idea of a greater France
through her union with her most important
colonies. Like Russia she has her most prom-